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A BILINGUAL CHARM.
By W. E. CruM.

M. Casanova’s new revision of the well-known Cambridge Arabic
fragment in Coptic transcription,! may give interest to the following
unique bilingual charm which, with Mr. Jenkinson’s kind permission, I
lately copied from the Taylor-Schechter Collection in the Cambridge
University Library,® where it is numbered 7..S. 12,207. It is written
upon a strip of paper in a very unskilled, often ambiguous hand,
which I cannot venture to date. The Coptic is sufficiently faulty to
indicate a late period. The text is no longer complete. The paper
was formeily several times folded and the exterior surface thus
exposed was covered with signs, since faded, consisting mostly, it
seems, of crosses.

I have placed dots below doubtful letters.

(I) MECAREANE EAPASALEN EAPROILL. O2KAT
(2) AICHI MaKige H2PIN MEM CIT (3) EAXCOFA AH
IHCT&ATIQ, INTIHOCHA (4) -A€RL EAOCHAECLL 2,2KAT
AICENOF (5) 9,21 ©1XAP MENT CETE NEG,AK (6) 2,HT]
AECRLH 9 2 CAHI HALII

Here intervene two or three irregular lines of ill-written signs,
some resembling disconnected Coptic or Arabic letters, while a few

are of that type, with small rings at all their extremities, which is
familiar from various documents of this class.?

(7) T & eTacqerowp Tde 2 (8) -200¥p NMKAY!
€je22.0%p dpo nesrdiac (g9) MDapin MWHPY CIT
EAOCWA THEY (10) -EYTELAKILAKILL THECchoTO¥
(11) WMTeyxw 2Xcaxr €Yo ,W0¥ MHCWIEKWDHO¥T

Y Bulletin de I’ Inst. frang. d’archéol. 1, 1.

* The similar Genizah collection in the British Museum also includes a Coptic
amulet,

% E.g., Kenyon, Cat. of Greek Pap. 1, 123, pl. 59, Hyvernat, Album, pl. XIV.
329 2 C 2
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(12) *Twrpr TOWKI erxIip (13) MAC 2LMELLO0
MD2PIT TWHPT WCIT €EAXWA (14) &T dH eT2aq-
T TWIUPH HENMEY (15) -222ANMQWT I WU T
0L, 2wl T (16) MIUCIOT 2CwWT MIIOHOY
(17) [Denjeren mTde noc & eke (18) -wuwwyT
exe22.0%p Tpoc rerrdAac (19) ndapil TWHPT
MCIT EADCWA THEY (20) -WTEIXOLL €XW MOFCAX]
(21) €yo,w0¥ MCWoOIX2p TWHPI (22) MCETH TwpK
epok TTapko NICaeH (23) €TANTHIC CATWWI
e Wa (24) -TowdwT efoX WTOoTY TiXE TZ
(25) WTelc nmaTlwA efoA Twpk pw (26) -Ter
Frepro se2ewTen TWTe|TR (27) 6 q evHe[n
Jorarme s The rest is lost. '

D

The opening lines, so far as I can recognize the Arabic they
represent, may be transcribed as follows :—

~

I,__:___.,-_iJ:'_ “:!-E-—-’ L.“.,JLM"E (2) 5-"&;7:-; r:k:.!-;.” UJA:LJA‘ ‘.‘Jﬂ ig..m:? (I)

B (5) LL.J Q= ;.EL(H (4) ij.(.u t:d:..:{mﬂ 3 SV (3) e B

h"'

el S L) Fas (6) i e iy B

“In the name of God etc. The tying of the tongue of (?) Gharib,

4 The words in 1. 12 are unevenly written and were perhaps filled in later.
After T HOVKI is a P, apparently not connected with it.

5 Mr. A. G. Ellis, to whom I submitted my transcription, prefers this form to

the imperative izl
6 Some form of this root seems inevitable here, if my reading is correct. The

final letter, however, could be H,

7 No such name as I._..-«.*J.:L is found. The next might, but for the use of

t
XC subsequently, be J:ﬁ‘.. All the names here may indeed, as Mr. Ellis

suggests, well be fictitious. In the circumstances, Hebrew names might perhaps
be looked for. Can those familiar with the parallel Egyptian-Hebrew documents,
recognize any such here? .
8 Perhaps from the root ;—"_‘L""" , with reference to the annoyance suffered from
Gharib.
® The five preceding words are proposed by Mr. Ellis as possible, notwith-
standing the redundant pronouns, I had intended to suggest a form of Ay
“f

perhaps seAawt «
L- " -

a
a
9]
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son of Sitt el-Kull; the speaker (?) shall not be able to speak.
The tying of his tongue as against Thijar, daughter of my lady (?),
by virtue of these names here. Amen.” (Zhke jfollowing magrcal
signs would stand jfor the ‘names’) “God, who hath bound the
heaven and bound the earth, He shall (¢» may He) bind the mouth
and the tongue of Gharib, son of Sitt el-Kull, that he be not able to
move his lips and speak an evil word against Thy . . . (?),1° the (? Thy)
daughter, the (? Thy) servant Théjir (sic), to her (?) in the presence
of Gharib, son of Sitt el Kull. God, who hath confined the sun!! in
the place of his setting, and confined the moon and confined the
stars and confined the winds in the midst of heaven, Lord God, do
Thou confine and bind the mouth and the tongue of Gh., son of S.,
that he be not able to have power to speak an evil word against
Thijar, daughter of my lady (?). I adjure thee, I conjure (you?) by
the voice which went up from the cross!® (/%7 the wood), until the
7 unbroken seals,’> depart from him. I adjure you, I conjure you,
fliat ve . ..

Of the assumed phonetic equations between the two alphabets
illustrated by 1ll. 1-6, the following are the more remarkablel#:

= e — f, — 5(ﬂ€ﬁ); H = | accented,

Fd

= (in 4 read probably ?\ICHHOT) v = _.g’“, — IH :E

-

-~ 4

(in 3 read probably IH‘T&..'XE:?\)\E‘.!.!_) . 0/in O = & and =2

f X0%2, & in Copt. XWA); € in &% =(F).1; K= 5;
= 7=, 0,0; X=5; H=¢; &=¢

& o

« G

;
X =()g. The J of the article is not assimilated.

This charm may be compared with the phraseology of the amulet
published by Erman,! wherein incantations are prescribed for the
“binding,” 7.e., silencing, a watch-dog.

1T do not know the word gngHOTT ’

W Cf. the phrases in the charms nos. 2, 1. 26, and 7, L. 13, of Berlin Aeg. Urt.
{Kopt. Arab.) Bd. L

2 The only distinctly Christian element in the charm. The ‘voice’ is
presumably either 'EAwi, ’EAwi k.T.A. or TdTep eis xeipis gov (7. Heim in
Fleckeisen’s Jakrbb., Supplem. XIX, §521).

13 Revel. v, 1-4. The pronominal suffixes seem confused in this sentence ;
nor is the writer’s intention clear to me. Perhaps the seals imply an endless

duration of silence.
14 Several of these will be seen to correspond with, others to differ from, those

ascertained by M. Casanova, /¢ Sff.
B deg. Z. XXXIII, 132.
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